
What is the goal trying to achieve?
How can you conserve our natural environment and make our cities environment-friendly?

United Nation Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) targets:

7.1
MODERN AFFORDABLE ENERGY

By 2030, ensure universal access to affordable, reliable and modern energy services

7.5 
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY FOR ALL

By 2030, expand infrastructure and upgrade technology for supplying modern and sustainable 
energy services for all in developing countries, in particular, least developed countries, small island 
developing States, and land-locked developing countries, in accordance with their respective 
programmes of support

7.3 
INCREASE ENERGY EFFICIENCY

By 2030, double the global rate of improvement in energy efficiency

11.6
ATTENTION TO AIR QUALITY AND WASTE MANAGEMENT

By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita environmental impact of cities, including by paying special 
attention to air quality and municipal and other waste management
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11.7 ACCESS TO GREEN PUBLIC SPACES
By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible, green and public spaces, in particu-
lar for women and children, older persons and persons with disabilities
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Why do we need to conserve our natural environment?
According to the US EPA, outdoor air pollution 
is associated with heart and asthma attacks, 
bronchitis, and premature mortality. Our 
indoor environment is two to five times more 
toxic than our outdoor environment! Yikes!

Small changes in the average temperature can 
lead to frequent occurrences of dangerous 
weather patterns and devastating storms. Yes, 
global warming and climate change are real.

According to the EPA, the change in green-
house gas concentrations causes warming 
(global warming) and affects the climate 

(climate change). Climate change may affect 
human health, agriculture, water resources, 
forests, wildlife, and coastal areas. 

We have many of the basic necessities that we 
need to survive because of biodiversity. Food, 
water, shelter, and air. There are natural processes 
that have been formed by various species to 
provide or affect these necessities. If something 
happens to a certain organism, an unwanted 
chain reaction may occur. That may lead to a loss 
of biodiversity, which may negatively affect our 
necessities.

Steps that have been taken?
Agroforestry is a method used to preserve a functional ecosystem 
while conserving biodiversity and providing for human use and 
benefit of natural resources. It is an innovative approach that com-
bines forest and agriculture and/or livestock in order to create a 
more productive, diverse, and sustainable land-use system. 
Development of green and organic foods was welcomed. In order 
to meet the people's increasing demands for high-quality food, and 
to protect agricultural natural resources and the ecological envi-
ronment, relevant departments began in 1990 to develop ''green 
food,'' featuring pollution-free, safe, high-quality and nutritious 
contents. 

Simple steps like people starting to use reusable straws, bring their 
own bottles to avoid using more plastic bottles, going “Meatless 
Monday” or “Vegan Wednesday” is proven to slowly show impact. 
Awareness regarding clean energy consumption and climate 
change do get some people taking action to help. Some people 
even grow their own plants and veggies to ensure that they are 
eating healthy and not contributing to abusing the natural envi-
ronmental. 
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CHEONGGYECHEON RIVER RESTORATION

Since the 1970s, the Cheonggyecheon River in downtown Seoul, South Korea was covered by a 
busy, multi-lane roadway and elevated highway. An engineering survey conducted in 2000 
revealed structural weaknesses in these roads and indicated a need for a costly renovation proj-
ect. In lieu of investing in this congested traffic infrastructure, the Seoul City Government opted 
to demolish the roads and restore flow to the river in order to improve the environmental and 
aesthetic state of the downtown area. 

Traffic was rerouted, bridges were built across the river, public parks and recreational space 
were created, and sites of historic and cultural importance in the general vicinity were renovat-
ed. In the two years since the project’s completion, more than 50 million visitors have flocked to 
the site, and investment in the downtown area has increased dramatically. Moreover, the reduc-
tion in traffic has resulted in a significant improvement in air quality and a decrease in local 
temperatures during the summer months. These improvements in environmental conditions 
have been accompanied by the return of several species of birds, fish and insects to the restored 
Cheonggyecheon. The enthusiasm and excitement engendered by this project have attracted 
the attention of cities elsewhere and have made it a model for other urban renewal efforts.

Examples of solutions to tackle the goal

Before and after pictures of the Cheonggyecheon river
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Source:
http://ecoadmirer.com/6-reasons-you-should-care-about-our-environment/ 
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/5-innovations-help-planet-earth/ 
https://www.ser-rrc.org/project/south-korea-resto-
ration-of-the-cheonggyecheon-river-in-downtown-seoul/
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