
What is the goal trying to achieve?
How can you connect people and improve mobility within and around a community better?

United Nation Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) targets:

7.1
MODERN ENERGY SERVICES

By 2030, ensure universal access to affordable, reliable and modern energy services

9.6 
CONNECTIVITY SUPPORT

Facilitate sustainable and resilient infrastructure development in developing countries through 
enhanced financial, technological and technical support to African countries, least developed 
countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing States 18

9.1
ACCESS FOR BASIC SERVICES

Develop quality, reliable, sustainable and resilient infrastructure, including regional and 
transborder infrastructure, to support economic development and human well-being, with a 
focus on affordable and equitable access for all

9.8
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

Significantly increase access to information and communications technology and strive to provide 
universal and affordable access to the Internet in the least developed countries by 2020
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11.2
ACCESS TO SAFE TRANSPORTATION

By 2030, provide access to safe, affordable, accessible and sustainable transport systems for all, 
improving road safety, notably by expanding public transport, with special attention to the needs of 
those in vulnerable situations, women, children, persons with disabilities and older persons

11.8
ENVIRONMENTAL LINKS

Support positive economic, social and environmental links between urban, peri-urban and rural 
areas by strengthening national and regional development planning

Why connectivity and mobility are important?
Improving mobility, connectivity, and accessibility are important for its vital concern to the people who 
have limited transportation options. It’s time for a paradigm shift. If infrastructure was the buzzword of the 
20th century, mobility and connectivity are the keywords of the 21st. Infrastructure in its totality – whether 
roads, railways, bicycle paths or fibre optic cables – should serve as a means of enhancing mobility in soci-
ety. Of connecting people and goods, knowledge and innovation, cities and regions.

with transportation budgets strained to meet current needs, let alone fill gaps, it is imperative that existing 
resources are used
efficiently and effectively and services appropriately coordinated and connected. So, while there is a 
myriad of social and economic reasons why this issue is important, quite possibly the most critical ones are 
the need to meet both current and the growing transportation demands while making efficient use of 
existing services. 
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Steps that have been taken?
Over the past few years, the City of Copenhagen has spent around 
DKK 500 million – USD 75 million – on smart technology like intelli-
gent traffic lights and street light systems to increase the city’s 
efficiency.

In many ways, the upcoming Mersey Gateway captures the essence 
of mobility and connectivity. Not only will the bridge improve the 
flow of vehicles, people and goods – it will also connect the two 
communities on either side of the river, thus stimulating economic 
growth and investments in the local district of Halton.

Trains are an efficient way of moving large numbers of people 
around and they will become increasingly important as cars are 
sidelined in our cities. Oslo, for example, has said it will permanently 
ban cars by 2019, whilst Madrid plans to prohibit cars in a large part 
of its city centre as part of its ‘sustainable mobility plan’.

Buses are going through their own digital transformation that will 
put them back at the centre of public transport.

The first public service autonomous electric minibus shuttle now 
operates in Lyon, France. The NAVYA autonomous, driverless and 
electric minibuses are also set to be used by the University of Michi-
gan to ferry students between campuses. They come equipped 
with laser sensors and GPS.

Green highways are those that use permeable materials in their 
construction in order to prevent metals and toxins from seeping 
into watersheds; utilize recycled materials to reduce landfill use; 
and control invasive species and promote the health of a natural, 
native habitat. Another element of the partnership is that it aims to 
achieve all of these, and many more, goals through market-driven, 
voluntary approaches and not via regulation.
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South Korea Singing Highway

Nearly 70 percent of highway accidents in South Korea are caused by distracted or dozing driv-
ers, so the Korean Highway Corp. has installed musical grooves in particularly dangerous 
stretches of road in an attempt to get motorists to pay attention. Here’s one of the songs, which 
you’ll recognize as a slightly off-tune version of “Mary Had a Little Lamb.”

Superblock, Barcelona

Mobility is not always about building more 
roads especially for cars. Sometimes, 
increased mobility of city residence happens 
when roads are returned to the pedestrian. 
This is what Barcelona did when the govern-
ment created the Superblock. 

As anyone who has visited knows, Barcelona is 
absolutely dreamy — one of the most pleas-
ant, walkable cities on Earth, filled with mar-
kets, sidewalk cafes, and bustling street life. 
But it too has become clogged by cars and 
choked by air pollution over the past few 
decades. So in 2014 it developed an Urban 
Mobility Plan, designed to give the city back 
to people (and reduce pollution).

Examples of solutions to tackle the goal

The idea is pretty simple. Take nine square blocks 
of city. (It doesn’t have to be nine, but that’s the 
ideal.) Rather than all traffic being permitted on all 
the streets between and among those blocks, 
cordon off a perimeter and keep through traffic, 
freight, and city buses on that.

In the interior, allow only local vehicles, traveling at 
very low speeds, under 10 mph. And make all the 
interior streets one-way loops (see the arrows on 
the green streets below), so none of them serve 
through streets.

In this way, you create a nine-square-block mini 
village, the interior spaces of which can be more 
equitably shared between cars and other uses.
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Source:
http://www.vtrans.org/resources/Mobility,_Accessibility_and_Connectivity_FINAL.pdf
https://ramboll.com/media/articles/transport/mobility-and-connectivity 
https://www.gotenna.com/
https://www.theverge.com/2016/12/13/13936342/wireless-vehi-
cle-to-vehicle-communication-v2v-v2i-dot-nhtsa 
https://www.curbed.com/2017/9/20/16317036/best-transportation-ideas-cities-transit 
https://www.vox.com/2016/8/4/12342806/barcelona-superblocks
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